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"FLYINGDISC"FOUNDON
UNITEDSTATESRANCHWAS

WEATHERBALLOON
ROSWELL(New Mexico),July 9.—The Army Air

Forceto-dayannouncedthat a "flyingdisc"had been
foundon a ranchnear Roswell."Flyingdiscs"or "flying

saucers"are objects reportedto have been seen currently

in the skies from variouspointsthroughoutthe United
States.The disc from the ranchnow is in the

possession

of the Army.
Subsequently

it was announcedby a
weather officer at Fort Worththat the disc was a ray

wind target used to determinethe directionandvelocity

of high winds.

Lieutenant Warren Haught,
public information officer of

Roewell army airfield,announced

that the find had been made
some time last week,and had been
turnedover to the airfieldthrough

the co-operation of the sheriff's

office.

It was inspected at the Ros-

well army airfieldand sub-
sequently lent by the

intelligence

officer at Roswell fieldto head-
quarters. No further details have

been given.

Brigadier General Roger Ramey
said the battered object which
previously had been described, as
a "flyingdisc,"near Roswell,was
beingsent by air to the Army
Air Force's research 'centre at

Wright Field, Ohio.
Brigadier General Ramey, who

is commanderof the 8th Air

Force at Fort Worth,Texae,re-

ceived the object from Roswell,

and telephoning A.A.F. head-
quarters at Washington, described

it as, "of flimsy
construction

al-
most like a box kite."

It was so badly battered that

Brigadier Ramey could not say
whether it was shapedlike a disc.

He did not indicatethe object's

size but said it "apparentlyis
some sort of tin foil."He added

that the A.A.F.had found nobody

who had seen the objectin the
air.

Diameterof 25 Feet
An Army Air Force spokesman

said the objectapparently would
havea

diameter
of 25 feetif re-

constructed.(The rancher who

foundthe disc said it was about

3½ feetby 4 feet).

The spokesmansaid the ob-

ject was too flimsyto carry

any personand therewas no
indicationthat it had any
capacityfor speed, especially

the super-sonic speeds at-
tributedto "flying discs."
Furthermore,there was no
sign of any power mec-
hanism.

The Army Air Forcere-
fusedto giveany further in-
formation,

or to allowpic-
tures of the objects, because
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this is high levelstuff.

Army Air Force headquarters

also are checkinga reportthat
a secondobjecthas been found
and handedto the A.A.F.train-

ing command at Barksdale Field,
Louisiana. The A.A.F.said that
both objectshad a woodenframe,

and officerswho saw the Ros-

well objectbelieveit might be a
meteorological device.

An officer at the 8th Air Force
headquartersat Fort Worth

quoted Brigadier Ramey as say-
ing that the objectappearsto be
hexagonal, covered with tinfoil or
some other shining material,sus-
pendedfrom a balloonof about 20

feet diameter.It possiblyis a
weatherballoonflown at a very

high altitude,but none of the
weather men at this base recog-

nise it as an army type
balloon."

The A.A.F. spokesmanat Wash-

ingtonsaid that some "Junk"had
been found with the Roswellob-

ject.

RayWindTarget
The weather officer at

Fort Worth describedthe
Roswellobjectas a ray wind

targetused to determine the
direction and velocity of high
winds.He added,"Thereare
about 80 weather stations in
the UnitedStatesusing this
type of balloon,and it could

come from any of them."

Brigadier Ramey, broadcasting

to deflatethe storieswhichthe
discovery of the weather balloon

had touched off, confirmed that
it was a weather observationde-
vice.Be added, "As for the fly-
ing discusI have nevereeen
one."

In a statementannouncing the
discovery, Colonel William
Blanchard, commander of the
Roswell Army Air Base, had

specifically referred to the object
as a flyingdisc.

The Louisianapolice said the
object handed to the A.A.F. at
Barksdale obviously was the work
of a prankster.

Army weatherexpertsat Wash-
ingtondiscount any idea that
weather balloons of the type
found at Roswellcould be the
basis for scores of reportsof

"flying saucers" throughout the
country.They said only a few of
them were used daily.


